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17 American

Tribe will face off with JJVA 17N-Rox, which is seeded 8. This team is one of the most fun to watch. Their energy was contagious throughout the whole day Wednesday, and the big plays made by Meagan Burke and Holland Hoefnagel make you want to do a fist pump. Setter Kamryn Sherman is the focal point of the team. She’s that good. 
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17 American 
  
The “Peanut Butter Jelly Time” song came on as the teams were warming up before the 17 American Division Championship match started. People from both teams: coaches, players, parents, referees, spectators, were all shaking something to the music. They needed to let loose. 


  
Both teams, FC Elite 17-1 from New London Wis. (record of 7-3), and JJVA 17N-Rox from Jacksonville Fla. (record 10-0) were coming off extraordinarily long semi-final matches. FC Elite, which had beaten MO-MAVS 17-1 in the quarter finals, went three sets with Bakersfield and won 25-16, 22-25, and 15-12. In that match, Bakersfield led 8-5 at the switch in Game 3, but a FC Elite side out and the Abby Sattler’s serving turned the match around. She served five in a row as Fox Cities went up 11-8, the backbreaker a dig from libero Ashley Solberg that flew high into the air and dropped on Bakersfield’s side. Down 13-9 after an Erin Lehman ace, Bakersfield rallied to within 14-12, but a Jenna Smits set to Lauren Deshaney left no doubt that FC Elite would be in the finals.

JJVA knocked out Tribe 17 Platinum in two sets in their first match of the day. Their semi-final match against Southwest 17 Asics proved to be challenging. They won the first set 32-30, but were struggling on the outside against blocker Nicole Bardaji, a great athlete committed to Baylor. Southwest’s Taylor Whileyman also put up a huge block and some brutal cross-court kills from the right side. 
  
Southwest had JJVA down in the second set after the intensity of the first, and they won it 25-12. JJVA had a massive energy deficit to make up as well as some smarter decisions to make in the offense. They figured it out in the third set, but it was still close. Tied at three. Tied at four. Tied at five. Finally, after some questionable calls down the lines and a Southwest hitting error, JJVA was up 8-5 at the switch. They maintained the intelligent offense and the momentum to win 15-12. 
  
There was little time between the semi-finals and the finals for the teams in the American division. The final was scheduled to start at 12 noon, but the semifinals didn’t finish until well after that time. 
  
Maybe it helped JJVA to come fresh from the semi-final, because they didn’t slow down or let up at all. They took an early 4-1 lead with two kills by Holland Hoefnagel, but both teams made some anxious errors in the first minutes of the match. Service errors combined with hitting errors made it a contest of making fewer mistakes, not being aggressive and earning points. 
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Kamryn Sherman earned MVP honors for JJVA


  
JJVA cleaned up their side of the court through the strong leadership of setter and division MVP Kamryn Sherman. She began to connect with outsides Cari Whitmire and Bailey Lindner, who made much smarter decisions and mixed up their offense to force FC Elite to cover the entire court. The momentum that JJVA built stifled any energy on the side of FC Elite, and all of a sudden they had a lead at 16-12. Sherman pushed the outside attacks quickly, so quickly that the middles couldn’t make the block. Once she had them guessing, she delivered the ball well to Meagan Burke and Gabby Mallette in the middle. They slammed 1’s, 3’s and slides and the FC Elite defense just couldn’t keep up. Sherman kept herself involved as an offensive weapon as well, as she racked up multiple kills on dumps in the first set. JJVA came off with the first victory at 25-19. 
  
Set two was more of the same. FC Elite pulled to within two points at 12-10 with consecutive kills by Deshaney and Katie Gonnering. Lehman saw some success on the outside, but the JJVA middles ended up being too strong. A sudden kill and block by JVVA stifled all momentum that FC Elite was building as they widened the gap to 14-10. FC setter Smits shifted the offense away from the block, but the block seemed to be everywhere. JJVA’s Burke was everywhere. All the time. All at once. 

At 22-10, FC’s Deshaney still wasn’t done and she racked up two kills as her time was running out. Finally, JJVA’s Hoefnagel put the ball away to seal the win, 25-16. 
  
“We had an amazing week,” said assistant coach C.J. Sherman. “11-0 in Junior Nationals is a pretty unforgettable thing. They just stayed focused. I was really proud of the fact that they managed to do that. 
  
“Our goal was to get them to the next point. We told them that people were going to score, and that people would get kills, and we just needed them to keep going forward and not look back.” 
  
JVVA had three girls on the all-tournament team, including the MVP. It was first championship appearance for the club in its 21 years, and the first time that any girls had placed on an all-tourney team. 
  
“It’s really exciting, it’s a great honor and a great privilege [to be MVP],” said Kamryn Sherman, who will be at University of Central Florida in January 2011. “The coaching that I have is just incredible. My teammates on the all-tournament team [Whitmire and McCallum] deserve it whole-heartedly. Winning this game and finishing 11-0 in the tournament was just icing on the cake.” 
  
Here now the 17 American all-tournament members: 
  
MVP Kamryn Sherman, JJVA 
Cari Whitmire, JJVA 
Mariah McCallum, JJVA 
Lauren Deshaney, FC Elite 17-1 
Ashley Solberg, FC Elite 17-1 
Erin Lehman, FC Elite 17-1 
Kelsey Fien, Bakersfield 
Regan Richert, Bakersfield 
Taylor Whileyman, Southwest 17 Asics 
Bri-Ja Watterson, Southwest 17 Asics 
Dempsey Thornton, CC Wave 
Kelly Jimenez, CC Wave 
Emily McMurtrey, Tribe 
Arielle Love, Academy Cleveland 17N 
Katie Douglas, MO-MAVS 17-1
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